
Poor treatment has
Kansas high schools 
running low on refs
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A growing shortage of Kansas 
State High School Activities As-
sociation officials may threaten 
high school sports when classes re-
sume this fall, and for communities 
across the state, it could spell un-
certainty for coaches, parents and, 
specifically, students.

The sharp decline of registered 
officials isn’t new. KSHSAA’s ac-
tive list of officials — those who are 
assigned to games across the state 
— has shrunk by nearly 20%, down 
to 4,619 from 5,700 since the 2011-12 
school year.

Behavioral issues from coaches 
and parents have become a ma-
jor instigator of the shortage. The 
scrutiny officials face — in-person 
and online — has become a grow-
ing issue with keeping new hires on 
staff, according to Francine Mar-
tin, assistant executive director at 
KSHSAA.

“The biggest reason that we 
hear from people not choosing 
to officiate has to do with verbal 
abuse,” Martin said. “And every 
time there is a negative experi-
ence that is exposed (on social 
media), whether it’s in Kansas or 

any other state, it makes people 
wonder about whether or not this 
is something they want to do as 
an avocation.”

KSHSAA officials must pass a 
certification process, attend a rules 
course and pass an open-book, 

written exam by a final rules meet-
ing, which varies by sport. Those 
who pass are added to the regis-
ter of officials, which has declined 
most significantly in basketball 
(27.3%), wrestling (20.4%) and soc-
cer (18.9%) since the start of the 
2011-12 academic year.

In 2020, Illinois-based officiat-
ing resource organization Offi-
cially Human conducted a survey 
of youth sports officials in 15 states, 
including Kansas. Poor treatment 
and verbal abuse were found as the 
top reasons for officials either quit-
ting or deciding against registering, 
alongside unappealing assignments 
and equipment costs.

Jon Randle, the assistant director 
of intramural sports at KU and an 
official of more than 15 years, has 
witnessed the full landscape of is-
sues during his career. Previously 
assigned an average of three games 
per week, Randle is up to at least 
five due to the decline in available 
officials.
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AN OFFICIAL DECLARES FREE STATE WRESTLER Matthew Marcum the 
winner of the 6A finals this year. Wrestling saw the second-biggest decline 
in officials over the past decade.

By Conner Becker
l l l

Special to the Journal-World

Craig Young 
emerging as 
leader at KU

By Zac Boyer
zboyer@ljworld.com

Even though linebacker Craig 
Young only transferred to Kansas 
before the spring semester, safety 
Kenny Logan Jr. said he has already 

begun to take a 
leadership role on 
the team.

Young, who 
played in 26 games 
over three seasons 
as a backup at Ohio 
State, is expected 
to be one of the 
Jayhawks’ starting 
linebackers and at 
least compete to be 

their top nickelback.
Logan, speaking earlier this month 

at Big 12 football media days at AT&T 
Stadium in Arlington, Texas, was 
asked about how players are buying 
into coach Lance Leipold’s concept 
of a player-led team.

He responded by telling a story 
about how Young stepped into a 
leadership role.

“We had a conditioning run the 
other week, and Craig Young was 
holding a young freshman account-
able,” Logan said. “Just seeing that 
shows the growth of our team and 
shows who we have in this program. 
I kind of backed him up with what 
he was saying just because that’s the 
level that we’re at right now.
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KANSAS REDSHIRT JUNIOR LINEBACKER CRAIG YOUNG runs 
through drills during spring practice at KU’s indoor practice facility 
on March 1.

What if schools had 
to earn their keep?

Singer strikes out 12; 
Royals beat Rays 6-3

A s conversations con-
tinued about the Big 12 
and Pac-12 conferences 

seeking to survive and thrive, a 
thought popped into my head 
while watching the final hole of 
the British Open, of all things.

Why not pay schools what 
they earn instead of having 
the television rights revenue 
equally distributed among 
all of the members of the 
conference?

It might be a bit of a chal-
lenging and even controversial 

approach. And perhaps there’s 
an obvious reason to avoid it 
that I’m overlooking.

But as Rory McIlroy stood 
over his second-to-last putt of 

By Cody Friesen 
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Kansas City, Mo. — Brady 
Singer struck out a career-
high 12, Michael A. Taylor and 
Bobby Witt Jr. homered off 
Ryan Yarbrough in a three-run 
eighth inning and the Kansas 
City Royals defeated the Tam-
pa Bay Rays 6-3 on Saturday 
night.

Singer, a 25-year-old right-
hander in his third major 
league season, allowed two 

runs — one earned — three hits 
and two walks in six innings.

With the score 3-3, Taylor hit 
his sixth home run this season 
and first since June 25. Witt hit 
a two-run drive off Yarbrough 
(0-5), who has given up seven 
home runs this season.

Witt had three RBIs for the 
Royals, who stopped a four-
game losing streak. Whit Mer-
rifield hit a two-run double in a 
three-run third.
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